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who, out of Parliament, exerts himself to get a railway
for his district, should, when in Parliament, not employ
the power his new position gives him to the same end. It
is not to be expected that the accumulation of such indi-
vidual actions should leave the legislative policy un-
changed. Hence the fact, that the influence once used to
throw out railway bills is now used to carry them. Hence
the fact, that railway committees no longer require a good
traffic case to be made out in justification of the powers
asked. Hence the fact, that the directors and chairmen
of boards having seats in the House of Commons, are
induced to pledge their companies to carry out extensions.

We could name a member of Parliament, who, having
bought an estate fitly situated, offered to an engineer, also
in Parliament, the making of a railway running through
it; and having obtained the Act (in doing which the influ-
ence of himself and his friend were of course useful), pit-
ted three railway companies against each other for the
purchase of it. We could name another member of Par-
liament, who, having projected, and obtained powers for,
an extension through his property, induced the directors
of the main line, with whom he had great influence, to
subscribe half the capital for his extension, to work it for
fifty per cent, of the gross receipts, and to give up all traf-
fic brought by it on to the main line until he received four
per cent, on his capital; which was tantamount to a four
per cent, guarantee.

But it is not only, nor indeed mainly, from directly
personal motives that legislators have of late years unduly
fostered railway enterprises. Indirect motives of various
kinds have been largely operative. The wish to satisfy
constituents has been one. Inhabitants of unaccommo-
dated districts, are naturally urgent with their representa-
tives to help them to a line. Such representatives are not
unfrequently conscious that their next elections may pos